A PARENT’S STORY

Mr Chris Peill

I found out about the Trust when searching on the internet after our son Chris died in March 2000.  Chris was a fit and healthy 24 year old who went to bed one night and did not wake up next morning.  At Post Mortem, and after further tests to his heart carried out in London, no cause of death was established.  It can only be assumed that there was a problem with the electrical system of the heart that caused his death.  His death was recorded as Natural Causes Unascertained.

Because coroners record such deaths in different ways, there is no accurate record of how many people die in this way, but it is estimated in England that 3,500 healthy adults die each year suddenly from cardiac or unexplained causes.  In about 150 of these cases no cause of death can be identified, but many may be due to electrical abnormalities, some of which are inherited.  Since electrical measurements can only be made when a person is alive, any such electrical abnormalities (which might hold the vital clues to an underlying condition) cannot be detected after death.

Some of the aims of the Trust are to raise awareness of this little known heart condition, and also to promote the use of routine heart monitoring in young people to detect heart conditions.

As the local support person in the Midlands for the Trust I would like to raise funds to purchase heart monitors to donate to doctors surgeries in the Stafford area.  In so doing this would also raise public awareness of the condition and of the Trust, which offers support to families of the victims of this condition.

This project will very much help Jeff and me bring something positive out of the devastating tragedy of losing our only child.

Mr Chris Peill


