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The National Heart Patient Charity
Empowering cardiovascular groups to improve awareness, education, prevention and treatment options
Introducing the new President of Heart Care Partnership (UK)
Heart Care Partnership (UK) was founded in 2003 to provide patient and carer input into the mechanism of the British Cardiovascular Society.  The charity represents the needs of patients and carers and embraces under-represented groups, particularly ethnic minorities and women. 
HCP (UK) is keen to hear from organisations and individuals who would like to join their membership to work together to improve the treatment of heart disease and, where possible, its prevention.  The charity encompasses; national and international cardiac charities; cardiovascular and associated disease charities; regional and local cardiac support groups; cardiac and cardiovascular networks; umbrella groups; patient experts; patient representatives and patients.

In recent years Heart Care Partnership (UK) has been able to introduce patient and carer influence into The Society for Cardiothoracic Surgery in Great Britain and Ireland and in line with its parent organisation has been exploring links with Stroke groups.    
David H Geldard, the retiring President, a former education officer in the Prison Service, is a Founding Trustee of the partnership and has served on a number of national committees during his five years in office as President as well as being a leading light and patient advocate in the Greater Manchester and Cheshire area.  He is also a keen President of the Trans Pennine Cycling Club, and as part of his rehabilitation has cycled all over the world with scars to prove it.  Over the years David and the cycling club have provided much needed support to the British Heart Foundation by way of sponsorship. He is also the Provincial Grand Charity Steward for the Masonic Province of East Lancashire.
David underwent a six way coronary artery bypass graft in 1995 and has a continuing desire to put something back into the system.  Although he passes on the baton he remains a very active member of Heart Care Partnership (UK).
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Ken Timmis MBE JP LCIE, the incoming President, is a retired Banker, a Church Treasurer, a Boys’ Brigade District Treasurer and Honorary Battalion President and is Chairman of the Wolverhampton Coronary Aftercare Support Group, which has recently gained the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 2008, the highest accolade available to a Group of its kind and equivalent to an MBE.

The Group, under Ken’s leadership, was instrumental in the planning and building of the Heart and Lung Centre at Wolverhampton and is now its sole Charity and is very active in supporting its patients and carers.  Ken is Patient Representative on the Wolverhampton Cardiovascular Disease Local Implementation Team and also on the Black Country Cardiovascular Network Board.  He is now finding his feet in the national arena and is keen to point out that he represents both patients and their carers.

Ken was a banker for 35 years until he suffered a heart attack in 1990 and, like David, was determined to repay the debt he owed to the Doctors and Nurses who saved his life.  He received his MBE from the Queen in the year 2000 in recognition of his services to the Coronary Care Unit at New Cross Hospital, Wolverhampton, where he was a cardiac patient.

  

Trustee Board - Through its Board of Trustees, Heart Care Partnership (UK) has direct links with Arrhythmia Alliance (A-A), Grown Up Congenital Heart Patients Association (GUCH), Little Hearts Matter (LHM), Sudden Arrhythmic Death Syndrome (SADS UK), the MINAP Board, Cardiac Rehabilitation Campaign, Cardio and Vascular Coalition (CVC), Women’s Heart Health Campaign, Sustrans Action on Active Travel, as well as a number of Cardiac and Cardiovascular Networks and some local Hospitals and Support Groups.
For more information on joining HCP (UK) membership please contact:- 

Lulu Ho hcp@bcs.com      Tel:  020 7692 5414
Individuals, as well as groups, are welcome to join.

The incoming President, Ken Timmis, presents a Certificate of Appreciation to the retiring President, David Geldard, in the presence of Dr. Jane Flint, the founder of Heart Care Partnership UK.








