My ablation experience, by Robert Cook

I’d been waiting for an ablation procedure for some time.  The hospital’s equipment was awaiting repair, so my operation had been rescheduled to be done with new equipment loaned by the supplying company.

When the catheters were inserted I had some atrial fibrillation and had to be given a drug to stop it.  We then had to wait for the drug to leave my system so that the tachycardia could be triggered.  So we were already three hours into the operation, with the doctor tracking down the offending nerve endings, when suddenly the computer froze.  Not even a complete restart by one of the company's engineers could fix it, so eventually the procedure had to be terminated.

However, it was third time lucky, and I eventually had a successful ablation procedure.  It was a bit surreal watching it all happen, particularly as there was no discomfort, but it’s great to have had it done.  Other good news is that my hospital is going to invest in new equipment, so that patients can continue to be operated on locally rather than being sent elsewhere.

[Dave – I think he’s sent a photo which you might want to attach to this case study?]

