
The Heart Rhythm Charity
Promoting better understanding, diagnosis, treatment and quality of life  for individuals with cardiac arrhythmias.

Email : info@arrhythmiaalliance.org.uk      
Website: www.arrhythmiaalliance.org.uk     

Registered Charity No.: 1107496 ©2005

PO Box 3697  Stratford upon Avon  
Warwickshire  CV37 8YL 

Telephone: 01789 450787

Prolonged QtC - Incidental/ Asymptomatic Finding

QT
C

 > 440ms (Male)
 > 460ms (Female)

Probable Cause

QT prolonging drug? Family History of
Sudden Death

Unknown

Assess Risk/Benefi t
Esp if QTc > 500ms

Urgent Referral to
Arrythmia Specialist

Cardiology Clinic
Referral

Stop Drug Continue Qt
C
 > 500ms

Confi rm
normal QTC

Monitor
regularly

Expert Opinion

Other abnormal ECGs [e.g. pre-excitation (WPW ECG pattern) and the 
Brugada ECG pattern] should be referred for an expert opinion

Developed and approved by the Dept of Health Expert Reference Group 
on Cardiac Arrhythmias & Sudden Cardiac Death ( NSF Chapter 8) 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/assetRoot/04/10/60/40/04106040.pdf
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