REVISE (REVeal in the Investigation of Syncope and Epilepsy) Study

About 50% of the population experience a ‘blackout’ or transient loss of consciousness (T-LOC) in their lifetime. syncope, epilepsy and psychogenic blackouts. Syncope is much more common than epilepsy or psychogenic blackouts. Syncope can present with abnormal jerking movements or twitching because of a brief decrease in blood supply ot the brain. This may be misinterpreted as epilepsy. Previous studies have shown that 1 in 5 patients labelled as suffering from epilepsy do not suffer from this condition. 
The REVISE (REVeal in the Investigation of Syncope and Epilepsy) study aims to systematically investigate adult patients, incorrectly labelled as suffering from epilepsy or where there is a doubt regarding the diagnosis, and who have ongoing symptoms, to tests involving the heart and the brain. Tests will consist of a thorough analysis of symptoms, listening to the hear, an ultrasound scan of the heart (echocardiogram), a recording of your heart rhythm over 24 hours, a tilt table test (a low risk test aimed at inducing a faint) a recording of the brain waves (EEG) and scanning of the brain.  All patients included in the study will also undergo a minor surgical procedure to implant a small recorder (implantable loop recorder) underneath the skin on the left side of the chest. Follow up will be for at least 1 year. If an alternative diagnosis is found, treatment e.g. pacemakers, or withdrawal of drug therapy, starting of appropriate therapy etc., will be offered. 

The study will be carried out at the Manchester Heart Centre, Manchester Royal Infirmary, Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9WL. 

This study has full Ethical Approval. 
The study is being led by Dr Adam Fitzpatrick, Consultant Cardiologist, Manchester Heart Centre, Manchester Royal Infirmary and Dr Paul Cooper, Consultant Neurologist, Hope Hospital. 

For further information about this study, please contact Dr S Petkar, Clinical Research Fellow and Honorary Associate Specialist in Cardiology, Manchester Heart Centre, Manchester Royal Infirmary 

The study is funded by Medtronic Inc, manufacturers of the implantable loop recorder.  

