THE NHS AT 60 - HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!

JULY 1948 and the National Health Service of Great Britain is born at Park Hospital, Trafford, Manchester. Sixty years later – and despite the odd crisis – the NHS still provides free medical, dental and nursing care to everyone who needs it.

     Funded from public taxation, the NHS was created to deliver free medical care to all people regardless of a person’s ability to pay, as Health Minister Aneurin Bevan, said at the time, “On 5 July we start together, the new National Health Service.” 

Sixty years on the principle still holds good – a free health service at the point of delivery.

    The current Government has chosen the 60th anniversary to announce a major review of the NHS setting out ten year goals in a report by surgeon turned Labour minister Lord Darzi. The Darzi Report has targeted several key areas of the NHS it wants to improve including cardio-vascular care, hospital infections, NHS pay and possible hospital closures.

     The report has been broadly welcomed by the British media because it focuses on  patient care and choice. If successful the provision of a quality health service for the next decade will reinforce a concept that emerged from the destruction and desolation  of post war Britain sixty years ago.   

To learn more about the NHS 60th Birthday visit http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/NHS60/index.htm and to read the Darzi report visit, http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_085825 
