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The International Cardiac Pacing and Electrophysiology Society (ICPES) was co-founded by Dr. Victor Parsonnet, Dr. Bert Th. Thalen, Dr. Graeme Sloman, Dr. H. Sykosch, Dr. Claude Meere and Dr. Seymour Furman in 1978. The Society promotes worldwide education in the fields of cardiac pacing and electrophysiology, and coordinates the activities of interested national and international scientific societies. ICPES provides an important platform for scientific exchange amongst members and organisations at the World Congress on Cardiac Pacing and Electrophysiology.
In 1979, ICPES became the official organising body for the World Congress on Cardiac Pacing and Electrophysiology. This is a quadrennial scientific meeting promoting education, research and training to an international audience. Previous hosting countries include the United States, Monaco, Netherlands, Japan, Canada, Austria and Israel. The next World Congress will be held in Athens, Greece. The event will attract well-known cardiologists to present on the latest research and share experiences in the field of Cardiac Pacing and Electrophysiology. 
Alongside the World Congress of Cardiac Pacing and Electrophysiology, ICPES also contributes to research projects and publications with regular articles in the Journal of Pacing and Clinical Electrophysiology, the official publication of ICPES.

International Cardiac Pacing and Electrophysiology Society partners Arrhythmia Alliance for their annual World Heart Rhythm Week (WHRW) in June. The aim of WHRW is to raise awareness of heart rhythm disorders and sudden cardiac death amongst the general public and medical profession. Having a week-long event focusing upon cardiac arrhythmic conditions means that efforts are concentrated and a larger impact is made. We encourage members, supporters and organisations to hold awareness activities, distribute informative materials, participate in lobbying, and publicise and promote WHRW to their members.  In 2009, the week proved a great success, with 250 organisations holding events and more than 250,000 Pulse Check Cards distributed.

On 1st January 2010, I became President of ICPES for the next four years. It is a great honour and a strong commitment for me to continue all the activities initiated by my predecessors and to programme new ones. Particularly, there is a great need to raise patient and public awareness and education of cardiac diseases, and to support prevention and management of heart rhythm disorders.

ICPES will need to focus upon the educational support required in less developed countries and a great effort will be made by ICPES to organise meetings, courses, training, international guidelines, registries, etc. 

Furthermore, the ICPES Board believes that a stronger relationship can be developed with patient organisations.  This will be helped by creating and supporting world campaigns locally through National Organisations. With this in mind ICPES gladly partners Arrhythmia Alliance for World Heart Rhythm Week and will continue to support A-A on all new future activities.
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